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Abstract 
The city array of public buildings comprises of a wide range of facilities providing 
various services used by the citizens on a daily basis. Many years of 
disregarding accessibility issues, however, has resulted in a lack of information 
regarding the accessibility conditions of these buildings and their surrounds for 
people with disabilities. Many buildings were built prior to the 1971 enactment of 
the law requiring buildings to guarantee accessibility. Others were built or 
renovated later but did not comply with the regulations. In addition, many of the 
buildings are not owned by the municipality, which creates difficulty in obtaining 
the access information.  
 
Now that the accessibility chapter in the Equal Rights Laws for people with 
disabilities has come into force, a major conceptual change is required in the 
city's planning process. Accessibility issues have the same weight as other 
issues such as safety etc. As a result, the universal design concept must be 
integrated in all stages of the planning process, including planning the location of 
the different services through requirements for providing housing or business 
permits. 
 
In order to change the current situation and plan for the future, the local authority 
should have comprehensive and updated information. A survey of all public 
building and their surroundings is a useful way to provide the information to 
create a database which will reflect the combinations and connections among the 
different components.   
In this presentation the following will be reviewed: 

A. The principles of planning a survey and data collecting procedures that will 
serve the local authority for the purpose of planning with accessibility 
issues in mind 

B. Data analysis that will integrate the physical and sensory needs of people 
with disabilities beyond the minimal requirements stated by the regulations  

C. The options of use of the information gathered, in various contexts   
 
    
 

 

    


